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THE SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE FOR 
TRADE NEGOTIATIONS 
WASHINGTON 
The Honorable James O. Eastland 
Chairman 
3 1 MAR 197 
Committee on the Judiciary 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
Thank you for your letter of March 22 concerning the 
zipper escape clause case, on which the u.s. International 
Trade Commission recently reported to President Ford. 
In this case, the Commissioners were evenly divided 
on the question of serious injury from imports, with three 
determining that the industry's problems were caused more 
'by style changes and recession than by imports. On the 
matter of remedy, the three Commissioners, who found in 
the affirmative on injury, voted for adjustment assistance 
as a more effective remedy than increased duties. A fourth 
Commissioner, who found in the negative, stated that if the 
President accepted the affirmative findings, he would recom-
mend adjustment assistance. The other two Commissioners 
determined no increase in protection was necessary and they 
did not recommend adjustment assistance. 
This case is still under review and I cannot at this 
point anticipate what the outcome will be. I appreciate 
receiving your views, however, and will make certain that 
your interest in this matter is given careful consideration. 
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Frederick B. Dent 
" MYRON SOLTER 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 
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The Honorable Fredrick B. Dent 
Special Representative for Trade 
Negotiations 
1800 G Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20506 
~Dear Ambassador Dent: 
F 
It is my understanding that you will soon be making a recommendation to the 
President on the zipper escape clause matter. 
In Mississippi we are extremely interested in this decision because it will 
vitally affect a plant located in Morton, Mississippi. Unless there is an increase af 
the present rates of duty by the maximum permissible amounts, this plant is in danger of 
being closed. There has already been one closing in Mississippi at Durant primarily because 
of the unfair competition created by imports from Japan. The following dramatically illus-
-
trates what has happened to the domestic industry in the last few years: 
Industry net profit before taxes declined sharply ' and was 
in a net loss position during the last three annual periods 
(1,000 of dollars): 
1970 
1971 
1972 
1973 
1974 
1975 (Jan. - June) 
11,169 
14,664 
9,238 
( 1, 009) 
( 10, 128) 
( 7 I 230) 
After you have examined all of the facts in this matter, I do hope that you will 
recommend to increase the present rates of duty on imported zipper and parts by the maxi-
mum permissible amounts. 
